
March 1, 2021 
  
Dear Garden City School Community, 
  
Since yesterday, I have received numerous emails from parents of all grade levels concerning a rumor 
that Dr. Seuss books have been banned from our district. This is simply not true. This stemmed from an 
internal email that was shared publicly by a district employee. That email inadvertently misrepresented 
the message of a meeting held last Thursday. I want to provide you with some background on the 
matter to clarify my position and what was discussed with our K-5 administrators.  
  
Last week, a few faculty members approached their principal with concerns regarding several images 
based on negative racial stereotypes that appear in certain early Dr. Seuss books. I am extremely proud 
that our staff is mindful of our students’ backgrounds, races and cultures and their concern about 
material that could potentially hurt our students. Their questions regarding the books came from a place 
of caring – not the desire to discount the many positive lessons that can be learned from Dr. Seuss’s 
writings. 
  
During the K-5 administrators’ meeting on Thursday, February 25, this matter was brought to my 
attention.  At that time, we recognized that Dr. Seuss's books are some of the most beloved texts in 
children's literature and that his books are known for conveying positive social messages that are 
beneficial to young children. These books assist our students in the development of phonemic 
awareness and an understanding of rhyme, both of which are essential elements when learning to 
read.  We determined that these texts are worthwhile and have a place in our classrooms.  In addition, 
we value our celebrations of many authors, including Dr. Seuss.  As educators, we should be aware of 
different points of view and make informed decisions on material used. 
  
I apologize for any miscommunication on this subject. Children will continue to enjoy the many 
wonderful books of Dr. Seuss and other authors now, and well into the future – especially during Read 
Across America week!  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kusum 
  
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


